THE PLATTSMOUTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Rever se Beacon Networ k
Beta Testing Separ ate Spot
Stream for FT8

(ARRL 06/12/2018) As a beta test, the popular Reverse Bea
con Network (RBN) has announced that it's now offering a
separate telnet feed for FT8 spots (telnet.reversebeacon.net port
7001), in addition to the current spot feed
(telnet.reversebeacon.net port 7000), which will be repurposed
to handle only CW and RTTY spots. In addition, a beta version
of Aggregator Version 5 that can handle FT8 spots received
from WSJT-X will be available on the RBN website, with in-
structions on how RBN node operators can configure their
nodes to spot FT8 call signs on one or more bands; this will not
interfere with the ability to spot CW and RTTY call signs, the
RBN team assured in its announcement, explaining its reason-
ing for the move. The beta test follows a limited alpha test
aimed at getting a feel for the spot load and other implications
of carrying FT8 spots on the RBN.

“The most striking characteristic of FT8 spotsis their sheer
guantity,” the RBN announcement said, citing weekday statis-
tics from May 23 and 24 when FT8 spots represented 86% and
87% of all spots, respectively, while CW spots were 13% and
14%, respectively, and RTTY spots were below 1%. Through-
put on both days totaled some 30,000 spots.

“Whether due to the startling popularity of the new mode,
or to the ability to spot stations at 22 dB below the noise level,
it seems obvious that adding FT8 spots to our spot flow could
have a huge impact on the infrastructure of the RBN,” the RBN
announcement said. “These numbers suggest that if only 20 —
30 RBN nodes added FT8 spots, those spots could outnumber
the total CW and RTTY spots being delivered by the 140 — 150
nodes currently active on the network, doubling the total re-
quired throughput.”

The RBN team said it wanted to find out whether RBN
servers would be up to the task before the fall contest season.
“Operators of ‘retail’ DX clusters are encouraged to offer the
option of RBN spots with and without FT8 spots, as they now
often give users a choice between spot streams with and with-
out Skimmer spots, and to advertise when they begin to carry
FT8 spots,” the announcement said.

A beta version of Aggregator Version 5 that can handle
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2018 Field Day June 23-24

Field Day is this weekend. Please join us at Young
Memorial Park in Murray, NE. It'seasy to find, we arein
the park shelter right at the base of the water tower.
Come for an hour or two or stay the whole time. Not
used to operating? That’'s OK, it's agood time to practice
and learn anew skill. Y ou can work with an experienced
and licensed operator even if you don't have HF privi-
leges. It just might be the incentive to upgrade.

Operating isn't required, it's also a good time to see
what’s going on and to visit with some friends.

Last year we contacted all 50 states, 8 provinces and
the Virgin Islands, missing only Saskatchewan, New-
foundland/L abrador and Puerto Rico for a clean sweep.

We made 509 CW contacts and 509 phone contacts
for atotal of 1527 points. With the low power bonus that
made 3054 points for contacts and another 1150 points for
the bonus items of Emergency Power, publicity, location
public information Site Visits, Safety Officer and submit-
tal on the web we had a grand total of 4204 points.

We plan to start setup around 9am Saturday with the
meeting around Noon and operating starting at 1pm and
continuing for 24 hours. You might want to bring alawn
chair and a cooler with water and your favorite soda.
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PAID MEMBERSHIP
AGDL ..o Steve Loyd [E]
AIDN................. Chuck Engberg* [E]
K3CRF.....cccooveeeen. Dave Smith [E]
K5LBS.....ccce e Jerry Gault [E]
KAOIJY ..o Keith Keene[E]
KBAFSI ............... Pat McCollum [T]
KBALF .......ccc...... Fred Ericksen [E]
KBZOGO............. Roger Behrns* [E]
KBAZZT............. George Bellairs[T]
KCADTK......ccone.. Joan Bdllairs[T]
KCAHYD ........... John Titsworth [G]
KCOHYE......... Shirley Titsworth [T]
KEDXQ......cccoen.... Bill McCollum [E]
KGKR............... Beth Engberg* [E]
KIGPY ..o Kevin Faris[E]
NSSEZ......ccovveenens Ray McNally [E]
NGLZH.............. John Harrington [T]
W@DBW........ Derek Winterstien [G]
WQ@ZY ............. Dave McLaughlin [E]
W@ZYD...... Debbie McLaughlin [G]
W3DCQ....coovrrenees Bill Pulsifer [G]

*Charter Members #New Ham
Note: Thanksto al who have paid their dues and many who
have given additional donations. All donations are greatly
appreciated. Please let me know of any corrections.

IMeetings are 8am the last Satur-
day of most months at Mom’s
Café in Plattsmouth.

Tuesday night get-togethers at
Plattsmouth
Burger King at 7 PM

PLATTSMOUTH AMATEUR
RADIO CLUB

KB@QSM X

P.A.R.C. Officers

President
KBZOGO............. Roger Behrns
rb55930@windstream.net

Vice President

KCJGHYD.......... John Titsworth
Secretary
W@DBW....... Derek Winterstien
Treasurer
KIDPY e, Kevin Faris
Newsletter Editor
KB@OGO............. Roger Behrns
r b55930@windstr eam.net
513 Vine St.

L ouisville, NE 68037
(402) 234-6775

Repeaters:

443.45" islocated in downtown Omaha
443.225" islocated in Murray.

147.48 Simplex isalso in Murray.

Web Site

www.kbOsmx.com
Maintained by Derek (WODBW)
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PLATTSMOUTH ARC MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION FORM

Name Call Sign Class

Address City State Zip

E-Mail Phone #

Spouse Name Call Sign Class

Membership Type | ® Additional donations are gratefully Donation for: Amount:

[ Primary($15) act;leptel-tll. oo durin th A [J Repeater fund

Os 5 ® New Hams are free during the year they | 7

0 Sfo:set(zs) receive their first license. 0 g;‘urance (Ij:l I ;:r efetr T)y
udent ($5) @ Please give this form and dues to the er_ | donation to be

[ New Ham club treasurer or any club officer. [ General anonymous.

Any additional e-mail
or cell phone #s?

The May 26, 2018 meeting was
held at Mom's Café in Plattsmouth.
The meeting was called to order at
8:20 am by President Roger Behrns.

Those in attendance were Roger
(KBOOGO), Kevin (KIOPY), Derek
(WODBW), Steve (AGOL), Dave
(W0zY), Debbie (WO0ZYD), John
(KCOHYD), Shirley (KCOHYE),
Beth (KGOKR), Gary (KBOKYT),
Keith (KAOIJY), John (WRS5I) and
Jim (KGORD).

The Minutes of the April meet-
ing were not available.

The treasurer reported receiving
dues of $15 and no expenses which
leaves $285 in the repeater fund and
$735.35 in the generd fund for a
balance of $1020.35. Steve moved
and Keith seconded a motion to ac-
cept the treasurer’ s report. Passed.

It was noted that at the last meet-
ing Gary was appointed as Field Day
Chairman and Roger was appointed
as Safety Officer.

The Village Board of Murray
approved our use of the park for
Field Day. There was some addi-
tional planning and discussion on
Field Day.

The meeting adjourned on a mo-
tion by Shirley and second by Derek
at 8:30.

I Meeting Calendar I
Field Day June 23-24
I Meeting at Noon, 6/23 I
at the Murray site.
I 8am, July 28, 2018 I
at Mom's Café
L I BN N N . ‘
Field Day 2018

iIsJune 23-24
http://www.arrl.org/fiel d-day
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MARSUrging Membersto
Use Computersthat are | so-
lated from the Internet

(ARRL 05/29/2018) US Army Military Auxiliary Radio Sys-
tem (MARS) Headquarters is recommending that MARS mem-
bers “migrate to stand-alone computer systems for [MARS]
radio operations,” subject to the availability of a dedicated com-
puter.

These computer systems (or their associated local area net-
works) should be ‘air-gapped’ from the internet,” Army MARS
Headquarters Operations Officer David McGinnis, K7UXO,
said in a message to members. “ Although not a requirement for
membership at this time, we will continue make this a condition
of certain parts of our exercises.”

McGinnis pointed to remarks by Cisco researchers in a
recent Ars Technica article about VPNFilter malware: “Hackers
possibly working for an advanced nation have infected more
than 500,000 home and small-office routers around the world
with malware that can be used to collect communications,
launch attacks on others, and permanently destroy the devices
with a single command.”

McGinnis told Army MARS members that MARS Head-
guarters does not discuss specific cyber threats with MARS
members or with the public. “We also cannot confirm or deny
information about specific threats,” he said, adding that he had
“no specific knowledge” about VPNFilter malware and no
comment on the Cisco report.

For communication exercises this year, MARS established
conditions for a certain portion of the drill that requires use of
standalone computer systems “normally not connected to the
internet.”

MARS member and software consultant Steve Hajducek,
N2CKH, has recommend that members using the MIL-STD
(military standard) Data Modem Terminal (MS-DMT) commu-
nications software employ stand-alone computers in conjunc-
tion with the software as a best practice for achieving a high
level of performance. McGinnis said discussion of stand-alone
computer systems on Hadjuceks's support forums and their use
in communications exercises let Army MARS Headquarters
weigh in on the discussion. He pointed out that the MARS mis-
sion assumes that an internet connection is not available. He
said used or refurbished PCs are widely available at low cost
and could be dedicated to serve a stand-alone function.

“The most effective way to protect against threats that
come from the internet is to isolate from the internet,”
McGinnis added.

“Despite a stand-alone environment, we assume that all
computer systems in private citizens' hands are infected with
hostile software code of some sort and are not secured,” he said.
“No amount of virus and malware scanning software changes
that assumption. We can, however, isolate computers by dis-
connecting them from the international network in which hos-
tile software will report and receive instruction.”

McGinnis said future versions of MARS software will
check for an internet connection and will disable the software.
“We understand this lock-out does not provide security in and
of itself; rather, its value is in changing the behavior of mem-
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RBN (Continued from Page 1)

FT8 spots received from WSJIT-X will be available on the RBN
website, along with instructions on how RBN node operators
can configure their nodes to spot FT8 signals on one or more
bands.

“We will closely monitor how the RBN servers handle this
new load, as more and more nodes begin sending FT8 spots,”
the announcement said, adding that the RBN reserves the right
to take any necessary steps to protect the core mission of the
RBN, including shutting off the FT8 stream on major CW and
RTTY contest weekends or discontinuing FT8 spotting alto-
gether. Even then, PSKReporter would continue to carry FT8
spots, the announcement pointed out.

“We hope we're not doing this in a vacuum,” the RBN
team said, noting that it's been collecting the views of contest-
ers and DXers, “and we think that we're headed in the right
direction.”

The RBN team consists of KM3T, N4ZR, PY1NB, SV3S],
and W30A.
http://www.arrl.org/news/reverse-beacon-network-beta-testing-
Separate-spot-stream-for-ft8
http://www.reversebeacon.net/

¢

Hamvention Forum Videos
Now Searchable on YouTube

(ARRL 05/31/2018) Videos of some Hamvention 2018 forums
are available in the Y ouTube Dayton Hamvention 2018 videos
playlist. Among those available are the TAPR Forum, the SDR
Forum, and the HamSCI Forum. (Thanks to George Byrkit,
K9TRV)

http://www.arrl.org/news/hamventi on-forum-videos-now-
searchable-on-youtube

TAPR Forum: https://youtu.be/ejfdhnEhEDvU

SDR Forum: https://youtu.be/wlRcpTjcPcl

HamSCl Forum: https://youtu.be/S6Y Hnmx!InO
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bers,” he explained.

He encouraged MARS to monitor for internet security
threats and determine how to secure their internet-connected
and stand-alone devices.

MARS Program Manager Paul English, WD8DBY, told
ARRL that the MARS goal is to isolate MARS members’ com-
puters from the internet as much as possible. “Having stand-
alone computers running as few other resources than MARS-
related software improves the overall MIL-STD system soft-
ware performance and further isolates computers from infec-
tions, malware, and hacking,” he said. English added that isolat-
ing the computers that members use for MARS-related activity
is“agoal, but has not been directed.”

http://www.arrl.org/news/mars-urging-members-to-use-
computers-that-are-i solated-from-the-internet
http://usamars.us/

https://arstechni ca.com/information-technol ogy/2018/05/
hackers-infect-500000-consumer-routers-all-over-the-world-
with-malware/?amp=1




